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www. berartspgh.org

Dear Members,

associated with the Fiberarts

Guild of Pittsburgh. The Guild
is an active organization of almost
200 members of various ages,
experiences, styles, and tech-
niques united by our passion
about ber in the arts. Under the
umbrella of the Fiberarts Guild,
we nd our different pathways to
creating berart.

I feel very fortunate to be

One of the goals of our organiza-
tion that | am proud of is uidity
in leadership. Did you know we
have term limits? This has kept
our Guild from stagnation as we
grow and change with the times
and needs of our members.
Please consider service to the
Fiberarts Guild, as we strive to
give voice to all our members and
shape our future.

My term is up, and | am happy
to pass the baton to a new
president. | will continue to serve
the Guild in other capacities and
lend my experience when called
upon. | want to thank our board
of directors, a wonderful creative
team | ve had a great time
working with.

Have a creative summer.

Wi duble

berartspgh@yahoo.com

Pittsburgh PA 15206

Announcing 2007-2008 Fiberarts Guild
Of cers and Board of Directors

by Jean Thomas
there will be a lot of planning and preparation over the summer by our new board

and of cers. The of cers are: Desha Jaramaz, President; Michelle Browne, Vice
President; Ann Taymans, Secretary; and Sylvia Marko, Treasurer.

I n no time at all the 2007-2008 program year will be underway. In the meantime

Continuing board members are Brent Ruka and Mary Towner. (Turn to page 3 for
pro es of the new board members.) Remember, the Board welcomes your comments,
suggestions, and volunteers at any time!

The members of the nominating committee for 07-08 are: Sally Yunis, chair; Millie
Barnes, Jean Cardello, and Betsy Coleman.

Fiberarts Guild Board of Directors, including new and outgoing members, top L to
R: Amber Coppings, Ann Taymans, Desha Jaramaz, Martha Wasik, Michelle Browne,
Sylvia Marko, Barb Kubala, Nancy Hays; bottom L to R: Brent Ruka, Jan Bass,
Mary Towner (not present: Betsy Coleman)

Dear Members,

year. | came to the Guild in February 2001 when Lou Kambic nudged

me into becoming a member. | was taking weaving calsses at the PCA
with Lou. | am primarily a weaver, but | also do surface design, knitting,
beading, and felting.

I am happy to be your new president and looking forward to an exciting

| hope to see all of you at oun\ rst meeting on September 6 for the Potluck.

e sl ]

Have a great summer,




Ancient Symbols and
Eyes Forward

by Sally Yunis

residence, provided guidance to 22 students

from Allegheny Traditional Academy Elementary.
The children created a collage quilt which, after
exhibition for a short while at The Childrens Museum,
will be permanently installed in their school.

Tina Brewer, Fiberart International artist-in-

In some of the quilt blocks the children designed
garments that oat or dance upon pale or bright
backgrounds; in other blocks the garments are
embedded within bold or busy patterns. Thick
embroidery stitches fasten transparent 'Adinkra’
symbols over the fashions underneath them.
Looking forward, photographs of each students
eyes are placed against or into each design.

| am entranced looking through the spirits and joys that layer
this quilt. Each design tells me the fanciful, purposeful, or
hot clothes the children designed for their quilt block are,
after all, just clothes. They ve been deliberately covered over
by symbols of strong character traits. Peering out from every
block, a compelling pair of eyes asks, | m here, do you see
me? And | shout back, Yes | do!

Children from Allegheny Traditional Academy Elementary
pose in front of their quilt with Fiberart International 2007
artist-in-residence Tina Brewer, (fourth from left, standing).

CONNECTIONS A pbrief look at what our members are up to:

Hope Alcorns ber painting Lightning is in Images
2007, June 13-July 15, Robeson Gallery, Pennsylvania State
University.

Joanne Bast s African Dancer #3 and Swingtime (bead-
ed brooch) are in the Creative Crafts Council Show in Strath-
more House in Rockville, MD, opening the end of May. She will
teach brick stitch beaded vessels July 13 during a two-week
arts and music festival, Common Ground, in Westminster, MD.
Joanne also has an article in Lapidary Journal, will be selling
kits of her beadwork designs at www.buythekit.com, and at
the end of May will complete her certi cate in ne arts at MD
Institute College of Art in Baltimore.

Anna Divinsky s Small Papilla is included in Group As
exhibition Boxes Il at the PCA through August 19. See pages
3 & 4 for information on Papilla, Anna s one-person installa-
tion at Chatham University.

Dottie de Groat s photomontage Graf ti was included
in Pittsburgh Society of Artists Annual Exhibit at Third Street
Gallery in Carnegie.

Passle Helminskis work is appearing in the following
exhibitions: Creative Art Guild s 44th Annual Festival of Fine
Arts and Crafts, Dalton, GA Aug. 6-Sept. 16; 31st NEBA
Exhibition, Wayne Art Center, Wayne, PA this fall with more
venues in 2008; Toxic Color, Exit Gallery, Cleveland, OH July
13-Aug. 3; 2007 Spring Open Juried Exhibition, Wayne Art

Center, Wayne, PA June 8-July 27; In ux, AAP New Member
Exhibit, Pittsburgh Technical Institute, Pittsburgh, PA June 18-
July 18; Images 2007, Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts,
State College, PA June 13-July 15; Westmoreland Art Nationals
Juried Exhibition, Westmoreland County Community College,
June 2-13; Lake Erie Fiber Guild Exhibits, Campbell Pottery,
Cambridge Springs, PA May 26-June 24; 84th Annual Spring
Show, Erie Art Museum, Erie, PA April 21-June 24; Wow! Fiber
Art (a Focus on Fiber show), Fein Art Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA
April 7-April 30; 33rd Fiber International Celebration 2007,
Greeley Museum, Greeley, CO April 28-July 25.

LaVerne Kemp exhibited her hat woven from braided
hair, Sorry Girlfriend | Dont Weave Hair in a New Smyrna
Beach, Florida show.

Coleen Rush collaborated with fashion designer label
Savage Darling to create jewelry for Artwalk, a fashion
show May 24 at the Andy Warhol Museum to bene t Dress
for Success Pittsburgh. For more info: www.pittsburghlive.
com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/tribpm/s_508738.html

Ben Schacter s Handymen and Girly Boys is at the
Sherrie Leedy Gallery in Kansas City, MO. He also has work
in Wrapt at the Surface Library in East Hampton, NY.

Sherry Sera nis book, The Art of Bead Embroidery,
co-authored by Heidi Kummli and published by Kalmbach
Publishing, is scheduled for release on August 2, 2007.

If you have an exhibit or event coming up in the fall, contact Jean or Mary with the details.




FIBERART
International 2007

by Jan Bass and Patty Murphy

gust/September issue of American Craft

and an article by Jason Pollen in the next
Surface Design Journal. We have a hit on our
hands. Thank you everyone.

I ook for a review of the show in the Au-

If you have not yet gone back to see the exhibition
in its quieter phase, you should, and there is no
better way than to share it with a friend or better
yet, as a docent. There is nothing like seeing
the awe and admiration emerge on the visitors’
faces or watching the struggle as they decide
on their Peoples Choice vote. All you need is
a little knowledge about ber art and a friendly
presence. Docent talks bring Fiberart International
to life, giving eager audiences more insight into
the artists and techniques. Docents nd that they
have a wonderful time interacting with viewers and
receive as much as they give. Sally Yunis provides
ample information and training for volunteers.

We ve committed to have a docent available each
Saturday at both PCA and SCC, from noon to 2:00,
and when possible, for special tours when booked
in advance. If you are available a couple Saturdays
over the summer or during the week (for tours by
appointment), please contact Tobey Wolken at
412-361-4242 or thwolken@gmail.com.

WEBSITE: Laura Tabakman is the webmistress of
our new website, which is almost completed. She
is requesting digital images of members artwork
from our recent Focus on Fiber and membership
exhibitions to post on our website. Contact her at
lauratabakman@yahoo.com.

EMAIL UPDATES: Updates are sent out from
Ann Taymans at wrt-aat@verizon.net. If you want
to receive these updates, please be sure that
Anns name or address is not blocked by your e-
mail provider or spam guard.

VESSEL: PHOTO OVERVIEW Guild member
and professional photographer Diana Lyn shot and
compiled photographs of the Vessel membership
show. You can view them on our website soon.
They will be available, singly or on CD. Please
contact Diana for prices at dianalamp46@aol.com.

ROO BAGS: If you missed your chance to
purchase one-of-a-kind Roo Bags for $30 to
support the International, you can still get them at
both the PCA and SCC gift shops.

Fiberarts Guild Board of
Directors Pro les

ith the election of a new board, we thought you might like
Wto know something about the members who will be making
decisions that affect our Guild.

Amber Coppings joined the Fiberarts Guild as a student in 2000 after
being awestruck by Fiberart International 99 and realizing there were
others who had the same innate need to express and create using ber
and textiles. She subsequently enrolled in Lou Kambic s weaving class,
where she felt herself becoming a part of a strong berart community.
Amber is starting her own artisan business based on creating beautiful
and funky wearable art (www.ambercoppings.com). She revamps gen-
tly used clothing, knits-in-the-round with silver wire, and dyes wearables
using shibori techniques. Amber writes, | am honored to be elected as a
member of the Board of Directors for the Fiberarts Guild and am looking
forward to being a more direct part of this organization.

Nancy Hays, newly retired from her computer security job, was in-
vited by Judy Gentile to attend a Guild meeting in February 2006. She
enjoyed it so much that she joined on the spot and also volunteered
for the Sales committee chaired by Barb Kubala. Nancy, who creates
wearable art, welcomes the opportunity to be part of a vibrant group
that talks about art and shares skills and interests. As a relatively new
Guild member, she brings a fresh perspective to the Board.

Martha Wasik, who joined the Guild in 1992, enjoys the creative at-
mosphere and the abundant talent of Guild members. While her graph-
ic design work keeps her too busy to devote large blocks of time to
major berart projects, she has discovered that planning and executing
smaller quilt pieces can be done in short bursts of time. Martha writes,

My goal is to use up every bit of fabric | have (a closet-full, just like the
rest of you quilters) without buying any additional fabrics. The same

goes for knitting (but that s a wintertime project). Good luck, Martha!

Below is alist of new members along with their e-mail address (if provided).
Complete contact information will be included in the 2007-08 Yearbook.

WELCOME Lynda Lambert CHANGES &
NEW MEMBERS: lyndajlambert@yahoo.com CORRECTIONS:
Josef Bajus Lisa McCartney Marilyn J. Anderson

Josefbajus@hotmall.com |\ mecartney@comcast.net  twohiphooray @ peoplepc.com

Kenneth Beers
terri@terriperpich.com

Janet Bass
bassjanet@gmail.com

JoAnn Pratt
jap409 @verizon.net

JoAnna Commandaros
jac5@pitt.edu

Charlotte Broscious

Amy K. Rappa ( v
cbroscious1@lifesphere.org

amyrappa@care2.com

Larisa Divinsky
Janet Edmonds

Alexandra Etschmaier
alexartpgh@hotmail.com

Jean B. Fleischauer
j eis9698@aol.com

Sonia Frush
sfrush@rijlg.com

Fumino Hora
fumino.hora@gmail.com

Christine McAvoy Kocevar
luv2sculpt@att.net

Jenny Tabrum
jennytabrum @verizon.net

James Thurman
jthurman@psu.edu

Barbara Zasadil
barbarazasadil @gmail.com

LaVerne Kemp
gypsygals@aol.com

Fran Morison
richmo43@gmail.com

Rita K. Mullen
rkmpurses @aol.com

Betsy Coleman
betsyclmnl@verizon.net

Judith Gentile
judegentile @yahoo.com

Karen Page
pageks@aol.com

Ramona Rein
warpnweaves @yahoo.com

Jean Thomas
jwt77@verizon.net







